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SHORT CV OF THE SUPERVISOR 
 
Daniel Alves is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History of the Faculty of Social and Human Sciences 
and researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History, both at the NOVA University in Lisbon. He holds a 
Master's in History of the 19th Century (2001) and a PhD in Contemporary Economic and Social History (2010). 
His areas of interest are Contemporary History, Economic and Social History, Urban History, History of 
Revolutions and Digital Humanities. He has published books as well as articles in national and international 
scientific journals, especially in Economic and Social History and Historical GIS. He recently was a guest editor on 
the special issue "Digital Methods and Tools for Historical Research" of the International Journal of Humanities 
and Arts Computing and the special issue "The History of Retailing on the Iberian Peninsula" of the journal History 
of Retailing and Consumption. 
He collaborates frequently in research projects that use databases and GIS in historical research. He recently 
collaborated in the projects "Atlas, Historical Cartography" (http://atlas.fcsh.unl.pt/) and "Atlas of Literary 
Landscapes of Continental Portugal" (http://litescape.ielt.fcsh.unl.pt/). He is currently developing studies on the 
History of Lisbon and its retail trade at the end of the 19th century using GIS. 
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PROJECT TITLE AND DESCRIPTION 
 

Urban retail trade in the end of the 19th century 
 
At the end of the nineteenth century some European cities were undergoing profound economic, social and 
political changes. Lisbon had the same pattern of urban growth identified for other European cities - such as 
Barcelona, Bilbao, Lyon, Turin and Stockholm - not included in the first category of large cities where until 1914 
the central areas and historic centers were endowed with a great social diversity. But in the new districts which 
have emerged on the outskirts of the traditional city a much greater homogeneity with regard to its inhabitants 
was experienced, essentially gathering workers, artisans, women employed in domestic service and retail traders. 
At the same time shopkeepers were experiencing a crisis that apparently had bankrupted hundreds of stores in 
London, for instance. The same happened in continental European cities like Paris or Milan. The 1890’s were also 
troubled times for Lisbon’s shopkeepers, that suffered a profound economical crisis. 
These changes, the weakness of the labour movement and a particular political context pushed Lisbon’s 
shopkeepers to the left of the political spectrum until 1910, a trend that was opposite to that observed in some 
European countries. However, there has been suggestions that in the early 1930s Lisbon’s shopkeepers were in 
line with European colleagues supporting several authoritarian regimes, which now sprang in Europe. 
The project address these questions in a comparative manner regarding other European cities, putting in the 
core of the analysis a double perspective: the importance of urban space - its features, its changes over time, the 
creation of an economic, social and public space in the city - on the development of a particular environment 
that influenced the group’s movements and ties; a throughout discourse analysis of the press in key political 
moments, combined with the exploration of the group’s self image and political stances. 
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