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PROJECT TITLE AND SHORT DESCRIPTION 
 
The primacy of law and the liberal model of the individual-autonomous citizen theoretically emancipated from 
the domestic contexts to which many were subjected in the societies of the modern period (XV-XVIII centuries) 
are two main elements of the modern legal order. Associated with both these elements was, in the late 
eighteenth century, but especially throughout the Nineteenth one, the codification of the law and the 
correspondent multiplication of legal codes, namely the civil ones. This was the context that gave rise to the 
publication of the Portuguese Civil Code of 1867, a code in which innovative and egalitarian ideas coexisted in 
dialogue with old categories and the preservation of many domestic bonds. The objective of the research we 
propose here is to identify the emancipatory power of the most progressive determinations of this Civil Code, as 
well as the difficulties placed by its most conservative aspects to the construction of a liberal citizenship. We 
hope that this identification, which will be conducted through the study of the liberal legislation and its legal 
doctrine but also, and above all, of the jurisprudence from the Portuguese Supreme Court of Justice in cases 
involving women, servants, family children and other subjects previously subjected to the domestic sphere of 
governance, will contribute to a better understanding of the place of the Portuguese liberal movement in the 
history of citizenship in Portugal. 
 

SCIENTIFIC AREA WHERE THE PROJECT FITS BEST 
 
Social Sciences and Humanities (SOC) - History of citizenship | Citizenship studies | History of Law | History of 
Political Ideas. 
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