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PROJECT TITLE AND SHORT DESCRIPTION 
 
African agency and the changing international order 
Contrary to what was the conventional wisdom during the Cold War. Indeed,  African actors throughout 
several eras of international relations have asserted their agency vis-à-vis external actors engagement and 
aims. Various unexpected turns of events confirm that African leaderships have managed to influence 
external powers’ agendas to their own advantage and the dynamics of international relations in Africa’s 
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international society and between states have exerted influence on the evolution of relations between outside 
powers. The demise of the external patrons in the aftermath of the Cold War and the growing engagement of 
China and other emerging powers as Turkey, India, Brasil among others presented an opportunity to African 
leadership to find alternatives to engage with external actors to the so-called traditional donors. This projet 
aims to understanding the fast moving and volatile global international society beyond the dichotomy of the 
West versus the rest and/or the Global South versus the West in light of a selection of case studies focusing 
on African states foreign policy orientations both at the bilateral and multilateral level with emerging powers 
and the traditional donors. 
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