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CityMe — Mapping regions in the city from citizens perceptions

City dwellers communicate and reason about their surrounding urban settings in the form of places and
regions. Within the city, these regions are distinguished by their vernacular or official names, descriptions,
spatial extents, and features related to their functionalities, purposes, intentions, and perceptions.
Nonetheless, the formal names and the geographical coverage of official administrative areas and well-
established function-semantic regions (e.g., financial districts, residential areas) are oftentimes inconsistent
with citizens’ general perceptual consensus. This incongruence induces operational issues in urban planning,
mostly because city partitioning strategies might be incompatible with overall citizens’ judgment of the spatial
distribution as well as the toponyms of neighborhoods, districts, and areas of interest.

In the literature, two main approaches have emerged to obtain data on how different regions in the city are
characterized and outlined by people:

(i) data-driven methodologies applied to geotagged user-generated data;

(ii) spatial and statistical analysis applied to responses from map-based surveys and questionnaires.

Methodologies designed to extract perceived regions from both primary and secondary data sources are still
scarce, and thus there is a clear opportunity to collect more information on people’s spatial depictions of their
cities. Therefore, the present research project aims at building a new methodological framework to delineate,
characterize and compare the geographic features of perceived neighborhoods and regions within a city.
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