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SHORT CV OF THE SUPERVISOR 
 

João Cancela is a political scientist and Assistant Professor at NOVA University Lisbon, where he teaches 

courses on democratic theory, political behaviour, and research methods. His research focuses on electoral 

participation, political representation, and the comparative study of democracy, with a particular emphasis on 

Southern Europe. He has published in journals such as South European Society and Politics, Party Politics, 

and the Political Geography. He is a member of the editorial board of Relações Internacionais and of the 

executive board of the Portuguese Institute of International Relations (IPRI). His current projects examine the 

political consequences of non-voting, the effects of participation in armed conflict on political attitudes, and 

the impact of natural disasters on elections. 
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PROJECT TITLE AND SHORT DESCRIPTION 
 
Uneven Development and Electoral Geography: Explaining Radical Right Support in Rural Europe 

This project investigates how subnational disparities in human development shape political behaviour, with a 

focus on the rural vote for radical right parties. While existing research attributes the radical right's success 
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to economic stagnation or cultural backlash, this project explores a more nuanced hypothesis: that the 

persistence or decline of state-provided public goods — such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure — 

interacts with economic inequality to foster political neglect and resentment. Using Portugal as a starting 

case, the project will employ a mixed-methods approach to map the territorial variation of development 

indicators and link them to electoral outcomes. It aims to produce a typology of “left-behind” regions that 

moves beyond economic metrics, offering insights applicable to other European democracies experiencing 

similar political and territorial divides. 
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